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while later on he compares him to a mushroom nurtured
on mildew and dung.*
Thomas Warton, when he became poet laureate in
1786, received the attentions of the satirists. The
authors of The Rolliad^ in their Probationary Odes and
miscellanies, made fun of his irregular ode on His
Majesty's Birthday (1785), laying down a table of
comic directions, where he is instructed, inter alia> not
to repeat the word 'Hail!9 more than fifteen times at
farthest, and 'that it may not be amiss to be a little
intelligible'. Elsewhere he is represented as going up in
a balloon from Christchurch Meadow, on which occa-
sion he did not allow poor Joseph to accompany him,
'apprehending the malicious construction that might
follow on this, as if, forsooth, my intended Ode was to
be a joint production'. Peter Pindar had his knife even
more deeply into Warton, if one may judge from Ode
Upon Ode, mainly, of course, because it was now his
trade to flatter George III, Peter's favourite butt; and
'Tom' sublimely sings 6of virtuous, gracious, good,
uxorious kings'. The 'facetious authors of the Proba-
tionary Odes', as Chalmers calls them, do not confine
their activities to Warton; there is an ode in the style of
Ossian in which the king is observed, in the new fashion
of'Celtic glamour', sitting on mist:
Thy form is like a watery cloud,
Singing in the deep like an oyster!!!
* Falconer (another Scot and author of The Shipwreck]
attacked Churchill and Wilkes in The Demagogue, 1764-5.
f Who included Richard Fitzpatrick, Lord John Towns-
hend, George Ellis, J. Richardson, R. Tickell and Laurence.